July 19-23, 2026

Third circular

Joint Meeting of the Austrian, German, Italian, and Swiss
Paleontological Societies

PALEO4ALPS corresponds to the XXVI Paleodays of the Societa Paleontologica Italiana (SPI),
the 96th Annual Meeting of the Paldontologische Gesellschaft (PalGes), the 30th Annual
Meeting of the Osterreichischen Paldontologischen Gesellschaft (OPG) and the Meeting of
the Swiss Paleontological Society. The first joint meeting is intended to create a shared
forum at the heart of the Alpine region. The conference is explicitly open beyond the
membership of these societies and welcomes participants from all areas of paleontological
research worldwide.

PALEO4ALPS aims to unite paleontologists working across a wide range of disciplines,
geological time periods, fossil groups, and methodological approaches. By fostering exchange
between different research traditions and perspectives, the meeting seeks to stimulate
discussion, encourage interdisciplinary dialogue, and promote new scientific collaborations
within the paleontological community.

The scientific program addresses both current and emerging topics in paleontology, ranging
from Alpine case studies to global perspectives. A broad selection of multidisciplinary
symposia provides a platform for integrative discussions. At the same time, field excursions
to Bolca, the Dolomites, the Southern Alps, and the Carnic Alps will offer participants the
opportunity to engage directly with the exceptional geological and paleontological heritage
of the Alpine region.

Venue: Free University of Bolzano-Bozen, Piazza Universita 1, 39100 Bolzano/Bozen, South
Tyrol, Italy

The Free University of Bolzano-Bozen is a young, internationally oriented university located
in South Tyrol, Northern Italy. Founded in 1997, it is characterized by its trilingual profile,
with teaching and research conducted in English, German, and Italian, and by its strong focus
on interdisciplinary collaboration.



The university has established a dynamic research environment with a particular emphasis
on sustainability, environmental change, and the interaction between natural and human
systems. Through close links with regional research institutions, museums, and international
partners, the Free University of Bolzano-Bozen provides an ideal setting for scientific
exchange at the interface of local Alpine research and global scientific questions.

Situated at the crossroads of the Alpine region, the university offers an inspiring location for
PALEO4ALPS, combining excellent research infrastructure with immediate access to classic
geological and paleontological field areas. Hosting the conference at the Free University of
Bolzano-Bozen underlines the meeting’s commitment to international collaboration,
interdisciplinarity, and engagement with the unique natural heritage of the Alps.

Language: English is the official language of the workshop. All presentations, including oral
presentations, posters and abstracts should be in English.

Homepage: https://www.unibz.it/en/events/paleo4alps-2026

Contact address: paleo4alps@tiroler-landesmuseen.at

Organizers

Evelyn Kustatscher (Tiroler Landesmuseen, Museum of Nature South Tyrol)
Camilla Wellstein (Free University of Bolzano-Bozen)

Organizing Institutions

Free University of Bolzano-Bozen
Tiroler Landesmuseen

Museum of Nature South Tyrol
MUSE

Steering and Scientific Committee (in alphabetical order)

Gerald Auer (President OPG)

Luigimaria Borruso (Free University of Bolzano-Bozen)
Massimo Delfino (Vice-President SPI)

Jan-Peter Duda (Vice-President PalGes)

Iris Feichtinger (Vice-President OPG)

Annalisa Ferretti (President SPI)

Marie Hornig (Vice-President PalGes)

Christian Klug (Vice-President SPS)

Evelyn Kustatscher (Tiroler Landesmuseen)
Alexander Nitzel (President PalGes)

Torsten Scheyer (President SPS)

Tina Schliter (headquarters PalGes)

Gianmarco Tavilla (Free University of Bolzano-Bozen)
Camilla Wellstein (Free University of Bolzano-Bozen)
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Local Organizing Committee (in alphabetical order)

Ivan R. Barreiro, Roberta Branz, Matias Delfosse-Allain, Joshua Gauweiler, Tina Schliter

Symposium and excursion organizers (in alphabetical order)

Beatrice Azzara, Bettina Bachmann, Andrea Baucon, Matteo Belvedere, Jordan Bestwick,
Faysal Bibi, Christine Bohmer, Francesca Bosellini, Michael Buchwitz, Nicoletta Buratti, Pietro
Calzoni, Alessandro P. Carniti, Giorgio Carnevale, Diego Castanera, Marco Cherin, Carlo
Corradini, Silvia Danise, José Bienvenido Diez Ferrer, Danijela Dimitrijevic, Claudia Dojen,
Stefano Dominici, Doris Doppes, Jan-Peter Duda, Orla Bath Enright, Iris Feichtinger, Annalisa
Ferretti, William J. Foster, Fabio Franceschi, Peter Frenzel, Elena Ghezzo, Luca Giusberti,
Joachim Haug, Anneke H. van Heteren, Baran Karapunar, Wolfgang Kiessling, Christian Klug,
Nicole Klein, Kristina Kocakova, Silvia Kolomaznik, Lutz Kunzmann, Evelyn Kustatscher, Shao
Longyi, Giuseppe Marrama, Gregor Mathes, Christian Meyer, Gianmarco Minniti, Johannes
Muller, Doris Nagel, Thomas A. Neubauer, Alexander Nitzel, Elpiniki Maria Parparousi,
Cesare Papazzoni, Luca Pellegrino, Fabio Massimo Petti, Catalina Pimiento, Anna Pint, Herwig
Prinoth, Ella Quante, Gernot Rabeder, Mike Reich, Joachim Reitner, Riccardo Rocchi, Ivan
Rodriguez-Barreiro, Guido Roghi, Ingrid C. Romero, Valentina Rossi, Emanuele Ruiu, Haidra
Saleh, Daniele Scarponi, Torsten Scheyer, Dustin Schmidt, Elke Schneebeli-Hermann, Simon
Schneider, Werner Schwarzhans, Giovanni Serafini, Lara Sciscio, Lukas Schweigl, Leonardo
Sorbelli, Amalia Spina, Manuel Steinbauer, Andrea Villa, Camilla Wellstein, Martin Zuschin.

Our field trips

Pre-conference field trip to the Carnic Alps

This three-day excursion will begin in Trieste on the morning of Thursday, July 16th (8:00
a.m.) and end in Bolzano in the late afternoon of Saturday, July 18th. Several classic and new
sections and outcrops of different Paleozoic ages in the central Carnic Alps will be visited,
most of which are accessible via easy walks. Only the famous Cellon section can be reached
with a 20-minute hike on a steep, well-marked trail. The participation fee includes
transportation, two nights' accommodation in a double room in Mauthen, Austria, and all
meals. Participants are responsible for their own accommodation in Trieste before the
excursion and in Bolzano afterward.




Pre-conference field trip to Verona and Bolca

This one-day excursion will start at 8:00 a.m. and end at 6:30 p.m. in Bolzano on Saturday,
July 18th, We will visit the Museo di Storia Naturale di Verona where the historical collections
of Bolca are preserved and then the classic outcrops of Bolca.

Pre-conference field trip to Lavini di Marco

This one-day field trip will take us to the famous dinosaur footprint site of Lavini di Marco.
Due to the season, the outcrop will be visited early in the morning, followed by a visit to the
MUSE in Trento.

Post-conference field trip to the Dolomites

This three-day excursion will begin in Bolzano/Bozen on the morning of Friday, July 24th
(8:00 a.m.) and end in Bolzano in the late afternoon of Sunday, July 26th.

Several classic sections and outcrops, important for the understanding of the evolution of the
geology of the Dolomites, will be visited, most of which are accessible via walks and short
hiking. Only the famous Bletterbach trail has a 150 meters steep part to get out of the valley,
but by well-marked trail. The other sections you will be able to visit are Seceda, Bulla/Pufels
and the Pralongia outcrops of the famous Sanct-Cassian Formation.



Program

July 16-18: pre-conference field trip to the Carnic Alps

July 18: pre-conference field trip to Bolca

July 18: pre-conference field trip to Lavini di Marco

July 19: Early Career Researchers (ECR) Day, Ice breaker party
July 20: Opening Ceremony, Scientific program, poster session

July 21: Scientific program, poster session, Presentation on DFG national and international
projects, evening open talk for the public at the Museum of Nature South Tyrol

July 22: Scientific program, PaleoPizza Night

July 23: Scientific program, Roundtable discussion: Future of Paleontology, Closing and Award
Ceremony

July 24-26: post-conference field trip to the Dolomites

ECR Day, July 19, 2026

The Early Career Researchers (ECR) Day will take place on July 19, 2026 in Room D1.01. The
program will begin in the morning with an open discussion on the role of students and early
career researchers in European paleontology, providing an opportunity to exchange ideas,
identify current challenges, and discuss future perspectives. In the afternoon, participants
will take part in a hands-on workshop exploring novel approaches and emerging techniques
in paleontological museology.

The ECR Day is organized by the PaiP (Palaeontologists in Progress) Committee of the Societa
Paleontologica Italiana (SPI): Alessandro P. Carniti, Fabio Franceschi, Gianmarco Minniti, and
Riccardo Rocchi.



We warmly encourage all students and early career researchers attending Paleo4Alps 2026
to participate.
Detailed program of the day:

10:00-12:00: Roundtable: Early Career Researchers and fossil enthusiasts in European
Paleontology

* Alessandro P. Carniti, Palaeontogists in Progress referee, SPI
* Miriam Slodownik, Early Research Career Officer, PalAss
* Dustin Schimdt, Representative WG Early Career Researchers, PalGes

* Javier Mora, organizer of EJIP 2026, Encuentro de Jovenes Investigadores en
Paleontologia

12:00-13:00: Lunch break

13:30-15:00: Roundtable: Challenges and Perspectives in Modern Paleontological
Museology (virtual museums, Al, augmented reality)

* Alessio Baglioni (Universita degli Studi di Bologna): “New techniques for old fossils”

® Christian Klug (University of Zurich): “Pros and cons of digital: a critical view on the
use of digital media in museums”

* Imelda Hausmann (Bayerische Staatssammlung fir Paldontologie und Geologie
Minchen): “Using 3D-printed fossil models in exhibitions - insights and thoughts”

* Gabriele Bindellini (Museo di Storia Naturale di Milano): “Digitization as a tool for
preservation and research”

For questions, please contact paip@paleoitalia.it

Paleoart Exhibition Ancient Horizons: Reimagining the Lost Worlds of Europe

The Paleo4Alps Paleoart Exhibition, Ancient Horizons: Reimagining the Lost Worlds of Europe,
is organized by the PaiP (Palaeontologists in Progress) Committee of the Societa
Paleontologica Italiana (SPI) in collaboration with Fabio Manucci (Associazione
Paleontologica Paleoartistica Italiana).

The exhibition brings together selected paleoartists, primarily from Austria, Germany, Italy,
and Switzerland, presenting a diverse and contemporary artistic perspective on life in the
deep past. Through a broad range of artistic styles and media, the exhibition demonstrates
how paleoart connects scientific evidence with artistic interpretation, transforming
paleontological discoveries into compelling visual reconstructions.

The exhibited works portray extinct organisms and ancient European landscapes, celebrating
the exceptional diversity of Europe's fossil heritage while promoting dialogue between
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scientists and artists. By bringing together researchers, illustrators, and the public, the
exhibition aims to strengthen the European paleoart community and to highlight the
importance of visual communication in paleontology.

The exhibition will be officially opened on July 19, 2026 at 5 p.m. and will remain open
throughout the meeting. The artworks will be displayed in the poster area, which is co-
curated by the PaiP Committee together with Aart van Bezooijen and Segil Ugur Yavuz from
the Faculty of Design and Art of the Free University of Bozen-Bolzano.

A special Paleoart Meet & Draw session will take place during the lunch break on Monday,
July 20, 2026, in the poster area. Participants are warmly invited to meet the artists, discuss
the role of paleoart in scientific communication, and contribute their own sketches at the
drawing corner. Selected drawings will remain on display for the remainder of the
conference.

On Thursday, 23 July, immediately before the Closing Ceremony, the exhibited artworks will
be auctioned. The proceeds will support the activities of the Societa Paleontologica Italiana,
with a particular focus on initiatives for early career researchers and science outreach.

Keynote speakers

21.07.2027 22.07.2027 23.07.2027

Deciphering Melanin Opening and closing aDNA as a tool for

Molecular Taphonomy taphonomic windows paleoecology
Valentina Rossi Derek Briggs Nikolay Oskolkov
University College Cork, | Yale University, USA National Institute of
Ireland Research and

Innovation, Latvia




Public outreach talk

On 21 July 2026, the Museum of Nature South Tyrol will host a public outreach lecture by
Federico Fanti, entitled “Dinosauri ai raggi X: le nuove frontiere della Paleontologia”. The
lecture is aimed at the general public and will explore how modern imaging technologies and
analytical methods are transforming our understanding of dinosaurs and the fossil record.

PaleoPizza Night

No visit to Italy would be complete without
sharing a great pizza!

Join us on Wednesday, July 22, 2026 for the
PaleoPizza Night, an informal evening
dedicated to good pizza, lively conversations,
and new friendships. Enjoy a wide selection of
traditional Italian pizzas while continuing the
scientific discussions of the day in a relaxed
atmosphere. Whether you are reconnecting
with colleagues or meeting new collaborators,
the PaleoPizza Night is the perfect opportunity
to experience lItalian hospitality and spend an
enjoyable evening together.




Included in the Registration fee

The full registration fee includes admission to all scientific sessions, workshops, exhibitions,
outreach activities, the opening ceremony, the Ice Breaker Party, daily coffee breaks,
conference lunches, the PaleoPizza Night, and all conference materials, including the digital
abstract book.

The accompanying person registration includes admission to all outreach activities, the Ice
Breaker Party, and the PaleoPizza Night (social dinner).

Travel grants and awards

Paleo4Alps 2026 is pleased to recognize outstanding scientific contributions and to support
the next generation of paleontologists through a wide range of awards and travel grants.
Thanks to the generous support of our sponsoring societies and regional companies, awards
will be presented for outstanding oral and poster presentations, excellence in paleoart, and
science communication of early career researchers. In addition, several travel grants have
been established to facilitate participation by students and non-permanent researchers by
scientific societies.

The awards reflect the broad scientific scope of Paleo4Alps. They also underline our
commitment to support young scientists and strengthening the European paleontological
community.

Details about the registration for these awards will follow soon.

Presentations

Oral presentation: 15 min. (12 minutes talk plus 3 min. for discussions and presentation
change). All conference rooms are equipped with a computer (Windows) and a projector.
Please bring your presentation files saved on USB-Stick to the conference, please DO NOT
bring your own notebook! We suggest PowerPoint 16:9. Please provide in addition a PDF just
to be sure.

Upload the presentation to the computer of your session room in the break at the latest 30
min before your session starts. A helper will assist you to upload your slides.

Poster: Each poster should be portrait size DIN AO-format which equates to 841 mm width x
1,189 mm height (33.11 in x 46.81 in). Please note that the organizers cannot provide
printout of posters.

Travel and accommodation in Bolzano/Bozen



Bolzano/Bozen is located in the heart of the Alpine region and is easily accessible by public
transport and by car from Italy, Austria, Germany, and Switzerland. The city is well connected
to the European rail network, with regular train services from Verona and Innsbruck,
providing convenient links to major international railway hubs. International participants can
reach Bolzano/Bozen via several nearby airports, including Innsbruck, Verona, Venice, Milan,
and Munich. From these airports, Bolzano/Bozen can be accessed by train or bus
connections, with travel times ranging from approximately one to three hours, depending on
the point of departure.

Bolzano/Bozen offers a wide range of accommodation options, including hotels,
guesthouses, and budget-friendly lodging within walking distance or short public transport
connections to the conference venue. As July is a peak travel season in the Alpine region,
participants are strongly advised to book accommodation well in advance.

Attention: We have been informed that due to work on the train line close to the Brenner
(OBB + Trenitalia) the long-distance trains to Bolzano may be cancelled between July 18 to
August 1, 2026. Please check carefully your travel to and from the conference!

Osterreichische
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Paldaontologische
Gesellschaft

We are delighted to announce that Paleo4Alps 2026 has been granted the patronage of the
UNESCO Dolomites Foundation (Fondazione Dolomiti UNESCO). This recognition highlights
the scientific value of the conference and its close connection to the UNESCO World Heritage
Dolomites, one of Europe's most outstanding geological landscapes.
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